Proteases and antiproteases related to the coagulation system in plasma and ascites. Prediction of coagulation disorder in ascites retransfusion.
To improve the ability to predict the occurrence of coagulation disorders in ascites retransfusion and, in addition, to better define the nature of the coagulation disorder, several proteases and antiproteases were analyzed in ascites and plasma before ascites retransfusion in 17 patients. Plasminogen, alpha 2-antiplasmin, antithrombin III, and fibrin(ogen) degradation products in ascites were significantly altered in patients who later developed abnormal coagulation as compared to those who did not. Only plasminogen and alpha 2-antiplasmin in ascites achieved a sufficient predictive value for the occurrence of coagulation abnormalities. The pattern of the coagulation abnormalities observed strongly suggests fibrinolysis induced by the infusion of plasminogen activators as the cause of the coagulation disorder in ascites retransfusion procedures.